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Johnson, Secretary 
Board of Governors of Federal System 
20th and Avenue, 

DC 200551 
Re: Docket No. 
Fax to Office of Secretary 

452-3819 (202) 452-3102 
coin ­

to support Lank regulatory (Agencies) 
the number and saving be examined under smal l  
institution Reinvestment The Agencies to 
increase the threshold from $250 to $500 to any 

of the institution owned by a company. 
is clearly step an implementation Community 

and should reduce burden on those 
for rhe institution I strongly support Loth of them. 

regulations were 1995, the that 
hanks of at $500 million be for a less small 

examination. significant improvement in new regulations was the of 
that smallinstitution which what required: had 

the bank, at  bank’s loansand whether 
was helping to meet the credit needs of bank’s entire community. imposed 

no on small banks, since Act is about not It 
added no reporting on banks, promise of  
sponsor,Senator that there be no or 
burden on banks if the Act passed. created a simple, test 
of bank’s credit in its the test 
loan-to-deposit the of loans in its its record of lending to 

of income levels and businesses and of sizes; the 
geographic of its loans; its record of taking action, if warranted, response 
to about its in to mcer credit its 

Since then, the burden on banks only grown including 
under Act and privacy provisions 

of But banks has changed. 
a bank must comply with tlie of

costs to 
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my hank, tn the examinadon requires, amongother 
things, that we rime to 

do do, and begin to geocode all 
a h a t  

a of our pa-q 
with tlic community to 

we 
as baing cognizant of  the 

a. to low income T h i s  
away 

helping to The credit of 

as today it was 1977 
community bank if 

deposits A non-complex; it 
and focused on 

where the the community. The 
accurately 

helping credit of 
required the Act. 

As the in institution 
community eligible. However, 

to million and eliminating holding company 
of subject to 

It from a little less than 
That would closely current of 
between and large distribution was anticipatedwhen 

the. of Thus. C M  
preserving hecn by 

a decline of of 
large provide to 

improvement of CRA,
wrong application nnly below $250 

relief. bank $250 million 
more requirements substantially 

producing by the 
In cvcn million has 

handful of for small institution 
the $1 IS 

of on
would bc of
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Act, is to the how banks help to meet the 
needs of communities

Second, the billion only a d on the of 
assets covered under bank test. According to 

Agencies’ own from $250 to $500 mould reduce total 
assets coveted by the bank test by less one percent. According to 

31,2003, Report: raising the limit to billion reduce the amount of 
subject to more burdensome large test by only about 
Yet, provided be reducing the 

compliance burden on more 500 banks and savings (compared 
to a $500 Accordingly, I urge the Agencies to the limit to at least 
billion,providing significantregulatory relief while, quote theAgencies proposal, 
not any way the of insured depository subject to 

only address the burden associated evaluatinginstitutions CRA.” 
to meet credit of Instead, the c-s 

In conclusion, I support increasing the of banks fot the bank 

CRA examination process a important step in and 

regulations reducing I also support the 

company for the since it places 


community that are of a company a 
peers legal basis in Act. While of be 


for of helping meet credit needs of 
chis will eliminate some of the most problematic 

elements of current regulation banks are 

President and 
First of


